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Recycling Keywords Game 
 
Engage your pupils with the concept of ‘reduce, reuse, recycle’ in this simple, fun and 
highly participatory activity. 
Get your class talking about recycling and understanding the central ideas with our fun 
recycling keywords game.   
 
At a glance you will need: 
  

• Recycling keywords game cards (supplied by us). 
 

 

Workshop Activity Pre/Post Suggested CfE 
stage 

Reduce Reuse Recycle Recycling Keywords Pre First/Second 
 

Learning Intention 
We are learning about the concept ‘reduce, reuse, recycle’. 
We understand different words associated with this concept. 
We are able to clearly explain our understanding to our classmates.  

 

Task 

We are going to think about recycling by playing a recycling keywords game. 

 

Success Criteria 

Pupils will be able to describe and understand key words associated with recycling.   
Pupils will be able to communicate effectively with each other. 
 

 
 

CfE Outcomes  

Can lead to: 
 
Social studies – People, place and environment 
I can discuss the environmental impact of human activity and suggest ways in which we can live in a more 



 

 

environmentally responsible way.  SOC 2-08a 
 
Sciences – Planet Earth 
By considering examples where energy is conserved, I can identify the energy source, how it is transferred 
and ways of reducing wasted energy.  SCN 2-04a 
 
Literacy and English – Listening and talking 
When I engage with others I know when and how to listen, when to talk, how much to say, when to ask 
questions and how to respond with respect.  LIT 1-02a 
 
I am learning how pace, gesture, expression, emphasis and choice of words are used to engage others, 
and I can use what I learn.  ENG 1-03a 

 
 

Description 

Pupils should be split into groups of 4 - 6 and each group given a set of recycling keyword cards.  The 
cards should be placed face down on the table, with no one seeing them before hand.  To play the game 
each pupil takes it in turns to pick a card and then describe the word on that card to their group without 
saying the word itself.  The winner is the person that guesses the most words correctly. 

 

Web Resources 

www.reducereuserecycle.co.uk 
www.recycling-guide.org.uk 

 

Enjoyed this activity? 

Get in touch at education@dynamicearth.co.uk and let us know how it went. Remember to visit the 
website regularly for further activities as we are constantly working on novel content to enhance your 
Dynamic Earth experience both pre and post visit. 

 


