
 

 

Humps that Slump and Other Amazing 
Animal adaptations 

 
How do camels survive in what must be one of the most inhospitable 
environments on our planet? 
 
In this creative and entertaining activity, pupils will discover the amazing 
adaptations that have lead to the camel being able to survive the terrific hot and 
cold of a desert environment. 
 
Through group investigation, pupils will discover just what a camel’s hump is 
made of (it’s not water!) and how long it takes for that hump to slump when there 
is no food or water. They will find out why a camel has very long eyelashes and 
why in such a hot place it is furry! And then there is the wonderful world of camel 
poo – so dry that the Bedouin people burn it for fuel! 
 
Combining their new knowledge, pupils will create a 3D poster using paper, wool, 
card and any other craft items they can get their hands on. The poster should 
describe the physiological adaptations of this amazing creature. 
 
You will need: 

• Card or paper 

• Craft bits and pieces including wool, fur, sand and pebbles. 

• Access to the internet or suitable books 

• Colouring pencils or paints for decoration 
 

 

Workshop Title Pre/Post Suggested CfE Stage 

Equator to Pole Desert Animals Poster Pre/Post Second 

 

Learning Intention 

• We are learning what animals live in the Mojave and Sahara deserts.   

• We are learning what special adaptations the animals that live in hot deserts have. 

 

Task 

We will research an animal found in a hot desert and use this information to create an imaginative and 
factual poster. 

 



 

Success Criteria 

Pupils will be able to: 

• Carry out research. 

• Understand how camels are adapted to live in their environment. 

 

CfE Capacities 

Successful learners – Pupils will be given the opportunity to think creatively and independently, while 
developing a range of skills in critical thinking as well as literacy. 

Confident individuals – This gives pupils the chance to manage themselves by working on a range of 
science inquiries and research tasks. 

Responsible citizens – This activity encourages pupils to develop a respect for living things and the 
environment. 

Effective contributors – During this activity, pupils collaborate effectively in teams during inquiry and 
investigation, listen and respond to others suggestions and communicate in a range of ways including 
orally and through scientific writing.   

 

CfE Outcomes 

Social Studies – People, Place and Environment   
By comparing my local area with a contrasting area out with Britain, I can investigate the main features of 
weather and climate, discussing the impact on living things. SOC 2-12a 
 
Planet Earth - Biodiversity and Interdependence  
I can identify and classify examples of living things, past and present, to help me appreciate their diversity. 
I can relate physical and behavioural characteristics to their survival or extinction. SCN 2-01a 
 
Expressive Arts – Art and Design 
Through observing and recording from my experiences across the curriculum, I can create images and 
objects which show my awareness and recognition of detail. EXA 2-04a 
 
Literacy and English – Writing 
I can spell most of the words I need to communicate, using spelling rules, specialist vocabulary, self-
correction techniques and a range of resources.  LIT 2-21a 
 
In both short and extended texts, I can use appropriate punctuation, vary my sentence structures and 
divide my work into paragraphs in a way that makes sense to my reader.  LIT 2-22a 
 
Throughout the writing process, I can check that my writing makes sense and meets its purpose.   
LIT 2-23a 
 
I consider the impact that layout and presentation will have and can combine lettering, graphics and other 
features to engage my reader.  LIT 2-24a 

 

Description 

To start this activity pupils should be given time to research camels using websites such as those listed 
below or using suitable books.  After gathering information about camels pupils are to create an 
imaginative but factual poster.  Their posters should include a detailed picture of a camel showing the 
special features it has which help it to live in the desert.  Detail could be achieved using wool, fur, sand, 
pipe cleaners or other craft materials.  Their poster could also include some interesting written facts about 
camels.  A good poster should be eye-catching, well-organised, succinct and legible. 
 
Additional and follow-up activities: 
This activity could lead on to investigation of adaptations that other desert animals have to survive in the 
harsh desert environment, or on to investigation into how other animals around the world are adapted to 
their environment, e.g. rainforest animals or animals of the polar regions. 



 

 

Web Resources 

http://library.thinkquest.org/18126/Natural/sahara.html 
http://environment.nationalgeographic.com/environment/photos/desert-wildlife/desertgoatherd.html 
http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/mammals/dromedary-camel.html 
 

 


