There are two types of rainforest, temperate
and tropical. Temperate rainforests cover a
smaller area than tropical ones but are found
from California to Tasmania, New Zealand to
Scotland.
Tropical rainforests are found in a belt
around the equator in an area called the
tropics. Tropical rainforests are very warm
but also very wet. Because of their climate,
rainforests are some of the most lush and
fertile places on the planet and are home
to an astonishing variety of plants ,
animals and insects.

FACT!
Tropical rainforests
cover only 7% of the
Earth’s land surface
but contain over 50%
of the worlds
wildlife.
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FACT!
20% of the Amazon
rainforest has been
lost to deforestation
in the last 40
years.
FACT!
Burning trees
releases CO2 into the
atmosphere. This
contributes to Climate
Change.

Deforestation is the
process of removing
trees to use the land for
other purposes such as
mining, growing crops
or raising livestock.
Felled trees can also be
valuable and are sold to
make products such as
furniture and paper.

It is estimated that we are
losing over 130 plant, animal
and insect species every single
day because of deforestation.

Make your own paper!
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
6.

Bend a wire coat hanger into a
square. Stretch a pair of tights
over this frame.
Put 2 glugs of PVA glue into the
sink with water and add torn
paper. Mix until this forms a pulp.
Slide the frame into the bottom of
the sink then lift it slowly to the
surface keeping it as horizontal
as possible. Carefully let any
excess water drain off.
Lay this out in the sun (or place
in a warm dry place) and wait
until it is completely dry (this
may take a day or two).
Peel the paper from the tights.
Set the iron to the hottest setting
and iron out your paper.
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Chocolate is made from cocao (cocoa) beans. After
they have been scraped out of the pod, the beans
are left to dry. They are shipped over to Europe and
the USA where they are ground. Milk and sugar are
added (as well as a few other ingredients) to make
chocolate.
Every time you eat a chocolate bar you make a link
between yourself and the farmers who grow the beans
thousands of miles away.

There are many tribes of indigenous
peoples living in the rainforests. Some
have very little contact with the
outside world and survive by living off
the land. All their food, shelter,
medicines and clothing comes from
the rainforest.
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Your Dynamic Earth Visit
The Tour: View the rainforest wildlife, a clouded
leopard hides, a komodo dragon drinks by the stream,
and an orang-utan swings in the trees. Listen to the
thunder roll as a torrential rainstorm ensures.
The Workshop: Discover the amazing animals that
live in these incredible environments and find out why
they are threatened. Come face to face with real
tropical creepy-crawlies and uncover which bug is your
bug!

Dynamic Earth would always advise, because of the emotive nature of
some of the issues associated with this topic, that you use these websites for your own background reading and research but cannot
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advise their unsupervised use for children.
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