
 

 

Life Under the Waves Diorama 
 
From the deepest darkest depths of the ocean to the tropical coral reefs, life in the 
oceans is highly varied.  The abundance of life is amazing; the range of environments 
your pupils could choose from is great! But where in the oceans would you find a 
basking shark or a stingray? 
 
Explore the ecosystems of the oceans and stimulate your pupils’ imaginations with this 
creative activity.  Take a dive into the world’s oceans and let your pupils’ view life as 
anything from a small shell fish to a great white shark!   
 
For this activity pupils will direct their own research either individually or as a group.  To 
find inspiration for designing their dioramas pupils will investigate their chosen ocean 
habitat using books or the internet.  (We have supplied lots of websites for you at the 
end of this). 
 
Their diorama may be bursting with colour reflecting the magnificent coral reefs or it may 
be as dark as the deepest depths of the abyss. They may wish to investigate how the 
largest animal in the world, the blue whale, is able to survive on such microscopic 
creatures as plankton.   
 
Why not make this a show and tell? Pupils can explain to their class what the animals in 
their diorama are and some of the cool things they have learned about the particular 
environment that they have created.   
 
At a glance you will need: 

• A shoe box or similar 

• Crayons or pens 

• Tape 

• Thread 

• Scissors  

• Glitter, pipe cleaners, cardboard  
 

 

Workshop Title Pre/Post Suggested CfE Stage 

Oceans 
Life under the waves 

diorama 
Pre/Post First 

 
 

Learning Intention 



 

We are learning about the different types of animals living in the oceans.   
We are learning about the different habitats that can be found in the oceans. 

 
 

Task 

We will research a habitat and the animals that live in it.  We will use this information to create a diorama 
to highlight the different species that we have discovered.  

 

Success Criteria 

Pupils will be able to: 

• Carry out independent research 

• Identify ocean environments and the animals that live in them 

• Make a diorama to represent their knowledge 

• Inform classmates about what they have learned 

 

CfE Capacities 

Successful learners 

• able to think creatively and independently 

Confident individuals  

• able to relate to others and to manage themselves during research tasks 

Responsible citizens  

• with respect for living things and the environment 

Effective contributors  

• able to communicate in different ways and in different settings 

• able to create and develop  

 

CfE Outcomes 

Sciences - Planet Earth (biodiversity and interdependence)  
I can explore examples of food chains and show an appreciation of how plants and animals depend on 
each other for food.  SCN 1-02a 
 
Technologies (ICT to enhance learning) 
I can access, retrieve and use information from electronic sources to support, enrich or extend learning in 
different contexts.  TCH 1-03b 
 
Expressive Arts (art and design) 
I can create a range of visual information through observing and recording from my experiences across 
the curriculum.  EXA 1-04a 
 
Literacy and English (reading) 
Using what I know about the features of different types of texts, I can find, select, sort and use information 
for a specific purpose.  LIT 1-14a 

 

Description 

For this activity pupils should be allocated into groups and given a choice of ocean environments to 
investigate.  Pupils will then be allotted time to search the internet and find useful books on their chosen 



 

habitat.   The aim is to gain a greater knowledge and understanding of each ecosystem, including the 
species within it and their surrounding environment.   Pupils can then transfer this knowledge into a fun 
craft activity.   
 
 
The colours used should reflect the ecosystem they are creating.  Some dioramas may be as dark as night 
with unique life forms dangling from the ceiling. Others may be an explosion of colour and life from the 
tropical seas.  There could even be icebergs descending into icy polar seas! 
   
This activity can be rounded off with each group presenting their dioramas to the class and explaining 
which habitat they chose to investigate and what they have discovered as a result. 
 
How to make your diorama:  
Use a box about the size of a shoe box. The bigger the box the better, as this will be the stage for your 
ocean scene.  Decorate it to represent the environment you have been investigating. This could include 
drawing the ocean floor, rocks, seaweed and/or bubbles, whatever you think you may find in each 
environment.  
 
You can then paint animals onto your box as well as drawing them onto card to hang from the ceiling. This 
will give a nice 3D effect.  You may even use pipe cleaners for seaweed and glitter to show the sunlight 
shining down onto the sea, or to show bubbles in the water.   

 

Web Resources 

Coral reef: 
http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/invertebrates/coral.html  
http://www.kidscantravel.com/familyvacationdestinations/berenice/funstuffkids/index.html 
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/biomes/coralreef/coralreef.shtml 
http://www.defenders.org/wildlife_and_habitat/habitat/coral_reef.php 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/programmes/tv/blueplanet/programme6.shtml 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/habitats/Reef 
 
Open Ocean: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/programmes/tv/blueplanet/programme3.shtml 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/habitats/Pelagic 
 
The deep: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/programmes/tv/blueplanet/programme2.shtml 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/habitats/Hydrothermal_vent 
 
Frozen Seas: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/programmes/tv/blueplanet/programme4.shtml 
http://dsc.discovery.com/videos/blue-planet-frozen-seas-penguins.html 
http://dsc.discovery.com/search/results.html?query=frozen+seas 
 
 

 

Enjoyed this activity? 

Get in touch at education@dynamicearth.co.uk to let us know how your activity went. Remember to visit 
the website regularly for further activities as we are constantly working on novel content to enhance your 
Dynamic Earth experience both pre and post visit.  

 


