
 

 

Dear Team Members 

25 March 2020 

Temporary Closure of Dynamic Earth 

Government Measures and Effect on Dynamic Earth 

The measures that the UK and Scottish Governments have put in place are now more 

severe and have changed from advice to instruction. The Prime Minister addressed the 

nation on 23rd March and outlined further measures the Government is taking to tackle the 

spread of COVID-19. The key points from the address were: 

 

• The PM warned that if too many people become ill at one time then the NHS will be unable 

to cope, and more people will die. He said that we must slow the spread of the virus to help 

with pressure. 

• As of Monday 23rd, the PM said you “must stay at home”. People will only be able to leave 

their home for the following reasons; 

1. Shopping infrequently as possible for essentials. 

2. Exercise once a day (alone or with members of your family) 

3. Travel to and from work (only when absolutely necessary) 

4. For medical treatment or to care for vulnerable people. 

• The police will have the power to fine people and disperse gatherings. 

• All shops selling nonessential products will be closed. The PM encouraged the use of 

online delivery for food. 

• Playgrounds and outdoor gyms will be closed too. Parks remain open for exercise, but 

social distancing must be adhered to. 

• Gatherings of more than two people will be banned, and weddings, christenings etc. will be 

stopped, but funerals will continue. 

• These measures will be reviewed in three weeks. 

As a result of these changes the number of staff attending work in Dynamic Earth has been 

reduced to the absolute minimum. Departments still in attendance are: Security; Technical 

and Maintenance (minimum hours to complete essential work/checks); Finance (minimum 

staffing for limited days – to run payroll and make essential payments). 

All other departments are following Government instruction and are working from home until 

further notice. All Mangers have access to email and you should be able to get in touch with 

your Manager if required. 

 

Keeping Up To Date  

A new link has been added to the Staff Update Portal under ‘NHS and Government Advice’. 

This is the GOV.UK link and will take you to the coronavirus information pages. This site will 

keep us all up to date with the most recent information from the Government. Please keep 

up to date with developments via this and other links supplied via the Staff Update Portal. 

 



Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme 

Many of you will have heard the Chancellor’s statement about this scheme on Friday 20th 

March 2020 (that the Government would pay 80% of the wages of staff not able to work as a 

result of the coronavirus outbreak and Government measures – up to a limit of £2,500 per 

month). This announcement was welcomed by both businesses and employees alike. 

There is still very limited information from the Government about how this scheme will work 

and which categories of employees are eligible to be part of the scheme. The Government 

has said that the scheme will be administered by HMRC and that they are working hard to 

set the system up as soon as possible. 

Please be assured that numerous Managers and Directors in the business are working 

towards getting the information relating to this scheme and other financial support that may 

be available to the business and employees. We are in communication with: the Scottish 

Government; UK Government; various trade bodies that we are members of; our 

employment lawyers and other attractions and science centres throughout Scotland and the 

UK. Additionally, the HR Team is working behind the scenes to ensure that information from 

Dynamic Earth will be ready to be processed as soon as we have been informed which 

categories of employees are eligible and the mechanisms involved. As soon as more 

information becomes available from the Government and HMRC, we will make this available 

via the Staff Update Portal and explain the next steps. 

We also appreciate that this is a worrying and stressful time for all employees due to 

financial concerns, the rapid rate of change surrounding the coronavirus outbreak and the 

disruption to our usual working arrangements. Please speak to your line Managers with any 

specific concerns you have and remember that there are support materials available in the 

Staff Update Portal. 

 

Thank You  

The Directors held a remote Zoom video conferencing Board Meeting with the Trustees 

yesterday morning. The meeting focussed on current events and we updated the Trustees 

on the actions that the business has taken due to the measures put in place by the 

Government.  

Pete Downes (Dynamic Earth Chair) asked us to pass on thanks and appreciation from the 

Board of Trustees to the whole team. They appreciate that everyone is working under 

difficult and trying circumstances but the business has responded quickly and effectively to 

the challenges of the coronavirus outbreak. 

 

We will be in touch again as more information becomes available. In the meantime, look 

after yourselves and stay safe. 

 

Thank you, 

Dynamic Earth Directors Team 

 

 


