
 

 

 

Dear Team member 

 

July Update 

As you know from our last communication, we are working towards re-opening the centre in 

its normal capacity for October meaning we will not be re-opening for summer even though 

there is some relaxation of the lockdown restrictions. We have come to this decision as we 

carefully balance the implications of reduced visitor numbers, events bookings and school 

bookings (due to the ongoing Coronavirus restrictions) with the need to secure the long-term 

future of our charitable organisation. 

That said we are busy investigating ideas for outdoor activities and revised products such as 

a modified summer school provision or a scaled back café operation that we may be able to 

run later in the summer in line with social-distancing guidelines, we are also planning to 

progress with the installation of our planetarium while the centre is closed which will provide 

us with a strong marketing opportunity for when we re-open. 

In the meantime, our online activity continues to be the largest part of our public facing activity. 

This week we will be switching over to our holiday programme #DE Staycation. In this we will 

visit a different area of the world each week and link this information to outdoor learning 

activities that can be done locally. 

To assist with the ongoing work detailed above a small number of staff have been taken back 

on for the summer on part-time basis via the new flexible furlough arrangements introduced 

by the Government from 1st July 2020. In addition to those mentioned in previous 

communications, the following team members will now be working on part time basis: 

• Elinor - Marketing 

• Craig – Learning 

• Alastair – Planetarium 

• Jo - Fundraising 

 

We hope you are keeping well in these highly unusual times and we are very much looking 

forward to returning to a more regular operation later in the year.  

As always, please get in touch with your Department Director if you have any questions or if 

there is anything you would like to discuss. 

 

With Best Wishes 

 

The Directors Team 


